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PREFACE. 


"HE following Diſcourſe is publiſhed at 
the expreſs deſire of many principal | 
- members of the very numerous and reſpect- 
able congregation, before whom it was de- 
livered; and whoſe united wiſhes have a 


Hy ſtrong chin to regard. But the ſolicitation 


of friends is frequently a pretence, ſuggeſted 
by the vanity, or adopted by the zeal of 
authors. It ſhall therefore be allowed that 
the latter motives alſo have obtained an 
influence. The author is vain of ſo flat- 
tering a mark of approbation from many 
whom he ſincerely eſteems; and truſts that 
he ſhall ever be found zealous in attention 
to their requeſts, in attachmeat to the in- 
tereſts of ſociety, in affection for his coun- 
try, and in duty to his religion: — Zealous 
in devotion to that Maſter, at whoſe di- 


vine mandate the conſcious apoſtles muſt 


have glowed with rapture, when © they 
went out and preached that men ſhould 
8 repent,” 


——— FR 


2 


Oo Leg — 


HUMBLE YOURSELVES THEREFORE UNDER THE 
MIGHTY HAND OF GOD, THAT HE MAY EXA4LT 
YOU 1N DUE TIME, 


"2 * PETER, CH APs * v. 6. | ; 


1 ſeems unneceſſary to conſider this paſ- 


ſage in its particular application by St. 


Peter to the chriſtian converts of his time. — 
A learned and pious expoſitor“* has obſerved, 
that perhaps by this expreſſion the apoſtle 
may intend to remind them, that the hand 
„of a righteous Providence was concerned in 


© thoſe events which were owing to the wick- 
* edneſs of men; ſo far concerned as to 


« over-rule them, and render them inſtru- 


„ mental and ſubſervient to his own wiſe 
oy deſigns.“ But I offer it in its general ſenſe, 


applicable to every chriſtian, in every age.— 
In this light, it will require no comment 
or paraphraſe, to introduce it as an appoſite 
and plain precept, ee the duty of the 


| ay. 


See Doddridge upon this Epidte. This ſenſe | iS nner intimated | 


| in Iſaiah 10, 5; Pſalm 175 14; and in many parallel Fe. 


= 70 


— bens oe 
4+ £0 — I a 


4 - 2 . 1 f 2 44; x . 
— 2 I. 22 mo ett. — ER GS 
0 . wt — n . ”— - 


» 
2 Ws 
14 
"it 
* 
vet 
Tai 4 
4 , 
b . 
hs © 1 N 
. 
5 1 
* 7 ' 
414 1 
* 
ual 
11 . 
133 N. 
= _ 

F. . 4 

+ ',,, 

£7 51 

”.t - 
24 5 
. 
LIE 
1 : 
64 i 
1 
1 1, by 
—— By 
„ 
* 5 
3 14 
: 4 
ts 8 
5 ” 
. 
N. : 
* V 
5 
F «i 
” 

n 

13 fr 

4%: 8 

* * 
45 
+100 
1 * 
* 4 7 
1 
9.439 
2 y Ty 
oJ + 1 
, * 
+ — 4 
". 
17 f 
wt fg » 
1 
. 

4 6 3 

1 3 

1 WK |. 

= 
1 
I . 
';" 
. 

1 
Ft 17 

+ © 11h 

I . 

1 ** 

78. . 

i af 1% 

. 

2 * 

. 

Mod 49 

hid 1 

mn. 

r 
mi 
IE. = .: 
7 : 

£2 

40 1 . 
ei 
41 ba 
C4 17 

: 1 

8 v8 
1 
r 
+ | 
9 
«4 2 

9 
wal. 

. 

„ 

. i 

TN o 
a4 84 Nt 6 

— £2 

. 

7 : 
17 
Fm 
4. . 
wil ud * 

; 55 
. N ud 
LY PH 
159 "i Þ4 

HY 

1 1538 

1 . 

y 17 
1 8 
1 

wal 

5 4 

[44.45 
vo 
* 1 

N 

5 
1 1 
p | 14 

8 . 
17 * 

197 7 
4] 25 
. it 5 

. 

* · * Is 

o 4 1 +78 
_ 
* 1: 1. 

„ 7 Th, © 

$258 

1 

1 | * 

1 $54. 

4 | ? * 

I 1 7 

= ! 118 

a 
„ 

i | k P: 
1 : 11 

i Hi ; 

U | 

[ ; 

' 

1 

11 

Fx 

37 
. 
. 
1 
* 
1 . 
4 
1 


CERES ZE 
—— — — 
* — Ad 


— 
— 


= > 44. 28 l : 
— . .. ̃7§˖—DT——— REED — 2 2 DB 
- - * * 2 8 - — 4 2 — 8 — —= : — IS "I fn _— -- 8 2 


— w 0 ˙ —— — 


1 

We are now aſſembled for a Purpoſe of 
| moſt awful conſi deration ! — We are aſſembled 

not only to perform our cuſtomary worſhip to- 
wards God, (which is in itſelf a moſt ſolemn 

act) but to addreſs him, if poſſible, with pecu- 
7. liar earneſtneſs, and with more than common 
importunity ! — We are aſſembled not only 
to pray to God for a continuance of his wonted 
bleſſings and accuſtomed mercies, whether 
temporal or ſpiritual, but to ſupplicate his 
more immediate protection and aſſiſtance, on 
2 rare and critical emergency !— 


It is my duty to remind” you of the only 
; proper grounds upon which we may hope that 
our earneſtneſs may be effectual, our impor- . 
tunity acceptable, and our ſupplication ſuc- 
ceſsful. To this end, we muſt ſee and ac- 
knowledge our ſinful ſtate ; 5. we muſt hum 
ble ourſelyes under the mighty hand of 
God:“ We muſt feel the neceſſity of ful- | 
filling the terms of this public ſolemnity, by 
our private and particular reformation. — So- 
lemnities of this nature are founded on a 
principle of the only true wiſdom, that of a 
devout acknowledgment and fear of God ! 
As ſuch, they have been inſtituted from the 
earlieſt times ; . and numberleſs are the inſtan- 
ces 


e 


"I W 


ces in which they have been manifeſtly ap- 


proved and accepted by that gracious Being 
© who ordereth all things both in heaven and 


 % earth!” And thou continueſt holy, O 


te thou worſhip of Ifrael ! Our fathers hoped 


in thee: they truſted in thee, and thou 
* didſt deliver them, They called upon 


| «c 
and he delivered them out of their diſtreſs, 


ce 


— 


8 


as 


ESE 


Li enemy.“ 


In attempting to fulfil the firſt part of my 


duty, I would earneſtly remind you of our 


ſole and abſolute dependence upon * the 


LO mighty hand of God,“ as individuals, and as oy 
„The Lord God Omnipotent 
400 ate _ I he Lord is King, be the peo- 
« ple ever fo. impatient: He ſitteth between | 

5 the cherubims, be the earth ever ſo un- 


A nation, 


a 4 9 quiet.“ 


thee and were holpen; 3 they put their 
* truſt in thee, and were not confounded. 
They cried unto the Lord in their trouble, 


Many a time did he deliver them, but they 
rebelled againſt him with their own inven- 
„tions, and were brought down in their 
© wickedneſs. — Nevertheleſs, when he ſaw 
their adverſity, he heard their complaint. 
He ſaved them from the adverſaries' hand. 
and delivered them from the hand of the 
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% quiet.“ Of this fundamental principle of 


0 all OUr prayers and praiſes, of all worſhip = 


whatſoever, none, I truſt, here preſent, en- 
tertain a momentary doubt. From the ob- 
vious importance of this ground-work of re- 


ligion, I conſidered the proofs of it in de- 


tail upon a former anniverſary ; and indeed it 
is frequently a ſubje& inculcated and proved 


by our public diſcourſes ; nor leſs cheriſhed, 
I would hope, in private meditation to your 
perfect ſatisfaction and conviction. Suffice it 
then, at preſent, to refer you to this point 
as to an eſtabliſhed and undoubted truth; a_ 
: point from which we may proceed together, F 
in the fulleſt and moſt cordial agreement. To 
believe and acknowledge à ſuperintending 


Providence, is an indiſpenſable and vital part 


of every religious ack. Let me then remind, 
where I cannot inform, you, of the inference | 
ariſing from this belief in God. Let me turn 


your thoughts to that abſolute neceſlity of deep 


contrition, and immediate amendment, with- 
out which to ſolicit God's favor is to inſult 
| his attributes! Let it here be made a matter of 
moſt ſerious refleQion, how far we have indeed 
fulfilled thoſe vows of humiliation and repent- 
ance, which in 2 the two preceding years, as on | 


the 


11 


the preſent tay; we have deliberately and pub- 
lüicly made. The outward obſervance of each 

day has perhaps been generally proper and 
becoming.—But let us aſk ourſelves imparti- 


ally, as individuals, have we kept our promiſe 


of amendment? Have we really diſcharged it 
in our ſubſequent conduct? Let every one con- 
| ſult his own conſcience, and then let him deter- 
mine how far he has contributed by his own 
private endeavours to fulfil his part of the 
public vow: conſequently what reaſonable de- 
gree of confidence in God's future favor we 
may collectively indulge? Let each of us 
ſincerely apply this queſtion to our hearts, 
before we ſhall preſume to ſay, we have pray- 
ed and faſted; why are we not ſucceſsful? 
Before we ſhall preſume to expoſtulate with 
God upon the events which are permitted to 
take place, and ſeemingly to call in queſtion 
his power or his juſtice, as if he ought to give 
us ſupernatural aſſiſtance. I wiſh to be fully 
underſtood upon this ſubject: I wiſh to guard 
againſt a common ſentiment which leads to 
falſe and dangerous concluſions. — Men are 
ſometimes known to reaſon in this manner 
We of this nation are chriſtian believers— 
We obſerve the ſabbath—We embrace the 
66 truth of revelation—We receive the word 
he - 
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of God and acknowledge the force of his 


commandments—We admit the obligation 


of moral duties and maintain a civil and 


religious ſyſtem We devote a day to na- 
tional humiliation before God, confelling 


lr own weakneſs as well as wickedneſs, 


40 


ce 


and therefore imploring his aid and his par- 


don— Still, it ſeems, our affairs do not proſ- 


per; and though our enemies are moie 
* wicked than ourſelves, ſtill we do not find 


prof perity on our part, and defeat on their's. 

Conſequently (as they proceed to argue) the 
luperintendence of Providence may be 
doubted.” —And the advance is rapid from 


doubt to diſbelief, 


* 

+ "JS 
. 

be 
vb 
| * 


6 * 


But this mode of reaſoning is as weak as it 


wicked — as falſe as it is fatal! * My 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 


your ways my ways, ſaith the Lord.—As 
the heavens are higher than the earth, ſo 
are my ways higher than your ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts.” No in- 


ference can be more abſurd, no principle can 


be more impertinent, fallacious aud wicked, 
than that which impeaches the good and 
wiſe Providence of God, ſrom any ſlate of 


diſtreſs, 
reduced; ; 


to which one ſinful nation may be 


or any ſtate of —— ſuc- 
ce ſs 


ceſs, to which another may be allowed to riſe; 
Remember the ingenuous language of the 


wiſe and pious David: —“ I was grieved at the 

«4 wicked—I do alſo ſee the ungodly in ſuch | 

« proſperity !. For they are in no peril =. 
death, but are luſty and ſtrong.” But he 
went into the ſanctuary of God, and then he 

% underſtood the end of theſe men.” He was 

| ſtaggered for a moment—** his feet were al- 

** moſt gone — his treadings had well nigh _ 

66 ſlipped” But his better reaſon was ſoon re- 


ſtored, and he has left us this immortal counſel, 
lt is good for me to hold me faſt by God, 
* and to * my tun in the Lord.“ . 


Let me U remind you of a groſs miltzke 


in the tenor of this argument advanced by in- 
fidelity. — Our enemies, it is alleged, are 


more wicked than ourſelves, and therefore we 
muſt proſper and prevail againſt them. Now 
the wickedneſs of our enemies is not the point 


in queſtion: Who hath made thee a judge 


over them?“ Our merits oa a compariſon 
with theirs, are not the proper plea for ſuc- 


ceſs. — Rather let us conſider our own poſitive 


guilt, not plead our comparative innocence. 
Are we not ſufficiently wicked to deſerve pu- 


niſhment ourſelves? And have we not abuſed 
the patience and forbearance of God too long, 


and 
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and tov groſſly to expect a better fate at his 


hands? This is a more becoming inquiry: 
This leads to a wiſer concluſion: This hap- 
pily may bring us to a ſenſe of our own ſinful- 


neſs, and ſhew us the neceſſity of our own 


amendment. Look into the hiſtory of God's 
choſen people through a ſeries of ages. Cho- 
fen as they were, and living under a peculiar 


_ difplay of divine direction and government, yet 
when they became rebellions, and deeply im- 
merſed in fin, they were, in puniſhment, fre- 
quently expoſed to the calamities of ſome dire 
and unfncceſsful war: They were perpetually 
| harraſſed, perſecuted and overcome by pagan 
| and idolatrous nations“. It was no argument 


for that ckoſen people that the nations around 
them were worſhippers of idols; THEY were 
2 wicked and ungrateful People, and therefore 


THEY were  pumithed. 


Let . us -pply their example to ourſelves ; 


and inſtead of enlarging upon thoſe enor- 
mities which unhappily diſgrace the character 
and conduct of our cruel enemy, let us rather 


„As by Fgyptians, Exodus t, 13. Meſopotamians, Moabites, 


_ Canaanites, Midianites, Ammonites, See Judges 3, 4, 6, and 10th 


Chapters. Philiſtines, x Samuel 4. Chaldzans, Jeremiah «2. 14 
Syrians under Antiochus, See 1 Maccabees 1, 30. Romans under | 


Titus, fulfilling the prophetic warning of our Saviour, in St Luke 


15; 4% 44+ © Brcauſe Thou kneweſt not the time of thy Viſitation.” 


look 


N 
look into ourſelves, and eſtimate impartially 
our own pretenſions to the favour of God,— 


Or, if indeed, for purpoſes of uſeful caution 
and juſt abhorrence, we review the wretched 


picture of that blood- ſtained nation; if her ſons 


exceed the meaſure of heatheniſh impiety ; 
il they have publicly profeſſed atheiſm; if they 


have in effect exploded every moral and reli- 
gious ordinance ; if they have defied and re- 


nounced the living God; if too, in addition to 


their impiety, they have exerciſed inhumanity 
7 without bounds ; if, in cold blood, and with de- 
liberate cruelty, as well as with the moſt fla- 
grant injuſtice, they have murdered their ſove- 


reigus, and their fellow citizens, have deſtroyed 
| the peace and endangered the proſperity of 
ſurrounding nations; infeQing all Europe with 
their poiſon, and aiming too ſucceſsfully to 

convulſe the globe, —ſtill it muſt become us 

and concern us in a far greater degree, to ex- | 


amine the features of our own charaRter :— 


ſtill it is a matter infinitely more eſſential to 


the object of this day, to trace our own 1900 
ture, and to correct our own deformities !— 


A little reflection will ſuggeſt to us a long RY 


black catalogue of public as well as private 


| offences offences not ignorantly but wilfully : 


| med in every department of ſociety.— 


Diſ- 
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Diſſipation, luxury, and every ſpecies of in- 


temperance, (the too common conſequence of 


extended commerce, and increaſe of wealth, 
fatally introducing a relaxed ſyſtem of morals) 
not merely practiſed, with a ſelf-accuſi ing ſe- 
crecy, but encouraged by connivance, if not 
ſanctioned by applauſe. The infection has 


tainted all ranks; and according to their dif- 


ferent means and different ideas, the higher 
and lower orders exhibit the ſame view. 
Though the mode may vary, the principle of 


immorality is the ſame. The ſame indiffer- 


ence towards practical piety and vital religion ; 
the ſame blind attachment to vice ;—the ſame 
N homage to the God of this world the ſame 
iclult to the God of heaven. If the actions 
differ, the guilt is the ſame. — The faſhionable 
man employs fraud the vulgar man exerts 
violence. The ſame baſe principle directs 


the deed: — Plunder and rapine are equally i 


5 the reſult ! 


1 ſincerely wiſh that theſe ſtridures may hs 


miſapplied. or founded in miſtake. But the 
5 general condut, not the perſonal characler of this 
or that individual, is the point to be conſi- 
dered. From the general ſtate of morals and 


religion in the different orders of ſociety, 


WE are eſtimating the national character, as it 
may 


FF 2s 3 

may preſent us under the mighty hand of 
God,” to be befriended or forſaken, to be de- 
graded or exalted, to be puniſhed or rewarded. 


God forbid that we ſhould not have many emi- 
nent exceptions from this general imputation ! 
; There are, we truſt, in each claſs of lociety : 
many righteous individuals; many duly im- 


preſſed with a religious fear and zealouſly de- 
voted to every good word and work! May 


God ſpare Sodom for the ſake of Ten! Inſtead 
of indiſcriminate cenſure ; ;—inſtead of cynical 
declamation againſt vice and folly on the one 
hand ;—inſtead of puritanical pretenſions to 2 
ſtate of unattainable perfection on the other, * 
my ſole aim is to repreſent our real ſituation 
as a people; not comparatively with reſpeck 


to men, but poſitively with reſpect to God: 


at a time too, when our deareſt intereſts are 
at ſtake, and we flee for ſuccour to the God 
of battle! At ſuch a time, if we are ſi ſincere. 
in our prayers, we muſt be impartial in our 
 ſelf-examination. We muſt confeſs, with the 


publican, our actual fi nfuineſs ;—not plead, 
with the phariſee, our imaginary merits. If 


we would poſſeſs a well-grounded hope, we 
muſt cultivate an effectual ſorrow—As we pray 
individually for national ſafety, we are pledged 


individually for national amendment! 
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It has been my firſt object to remind you 


olf our duty as a ſinful nation: that © we may 
humble ourſelves under the mighty hand of 
1 God, that ſo he may exalt us in due time.“ 


Let me finally exhort you, by other views 


of the ſubject, to the ſame moſt important 
end. Let me addreſs you as chriſtians, who 
are bleſſed with the guidance of a light divine, 


in the goſpel of our Saviour; and as a nation 
whoſe civil government, for unrivalled excel- 


lences may dety the ancient and the modern 
world. 5 | 


| Having 1 1 ſhould "092 ſufficiently 


againſt any unbecoming or preſumptuous in- 


ſerence from the greater wickedneſs of our 


enemy; that greater wickedneſs ſhall now be 


granted: they ſhall now be admitted to their 
ſad pre-eminence in deeds of guilt! 5 Here 
then a religious eye will immediately notice 
with grateful admiration, ** the mighty hand 
hs of God,” and the juſtice of divine diſpenſa- 
tions in the nature and degree of their pu- 
niſhment! # As chriſtians, it is well worthy of 
our notice, that whatſoever ill ſucceſs may 
conſtitute our puniſhment, the greater offend- 
ers have the greater ſhare. A more imme- 


diate and marked infliction of Almighty ven- 1 
geance 


TER 
; geance hab appeated to follow the fit and 
bafeſt actors in this tragic ſcene, The particular 


leaders of that cruel faction which ſhed the 
blood of their ill-fated monarch, have already 


experienced, almoſt to a man, the very ſtroke 
by which he fell: So again, in rapid ſucceſ- 
ſion, one fet of uſurpers have deſtroyed ano- 
ther, —The horrid competitors in guilty am- 
bition have bloodily ſupplanted each other ; 

and thus far villainy itſelf has done a deed of 
Juſtice „„ 


The nation too, collectively conſidered, is as 
conſpicuous Þ i in miſery, as it is notorious for 
guilt. Violence and anarchy have filled their i 

provinces :—Tumults have diſgraced their ci- 
ties — Maſſacres have ſtained their ſtreets — 
The very tongue of their dogs has been red 
through the ſame.“ The wretched peaſan- 
try compelled to exchange their ready imple- 
ments of huſbandry for the aukward weapons 
of unaccuſtomed war ;—compelled to forego 
their peaceful occupations, or hopeleſs of reap- 


1 the produce of their labours have beaten 


- Their ** plough-ſhares into ſwords,“ and ruſh 
in phrenzy to their fate ! --Their lands once fer- 
tile and luxuriant, muſt now, it may be. feared, . 

lie waſte and unprofitable : : No ee ſolicited 


* ses Note 1, in Page 25. 


b pd by 
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by honeſt induſtry, their bounty muſt de- 
creaſe, their treaſure fail and famine, with a 
gbaſtly ſmile, already beckons to her diſmal 
train! Their commerce and manufaQures, 
not merely leſſened by a temporary and par- 
tial interruption from the unavoidable effects 
of war, but loſt in outrage, and buried in con- 
fuſion! Their lofty palaces, magnificent ci- 
ties, lately the juſt boaſt of a powerful and pa- 

liſhed nation, are now wretched monuments of : 
the © abomination of deſolation,“ whether by 
the ſtroke of violence, the horrox of — 
dency, o or the of deſertion ! HEEL 


1 needleſs to a upon the accumnlated 
weight of theſe evils, which form a ſcale of pu- 
bs niſhment for thoſe infatuated enemies of man- 
| kind, greater beyond all compariſon, than that 
by which our fins are viſited; employed as 
| a ſcourge to the wicked nations around them, 
they are likewiſe a ſcourge, the moſt ſevere, to 
| themſelves! They ſeem, even now, to diſ- 
play in a ſtrong light, the proportionate mea- 


ſure of divine vengeance, adapted to the guilt N 
ok nations! 4 


There is another light, in which, as chriſti- 
ans, we may view the preſent period, with 
: chear- 


1 1 1 
chearfulneſs, chaſtiſed by fear, with © hu- 
*  mility,” enlivened by hope! It is à re- 


markable conjecture, recorded of the greateſt 


man“ ever known in the annals of philoſophy, 
0 (the boaſt of this kingdom, and the envy or 
admiration of all) that the over-bearing ty- 


ranny and perſecuting power of the anti- 


* chriſtian party, which hath ſo long corrupt- _ 
ed chriſtianity, and enſlaved the chriſtian 
5 « world, muſt be put a ſtop to, and broken 
in pieces by the prevalence of infidelity 


for ſome time, before primitive chriſtianity 


can be reſtored.” Certainly the preſent. 


ſtate of ang appears to Juſtify this memora- 


ble opinion. The very means Propoſed for 


this moſt important and deſirable end, (how- 


ever deep, if not myſterious, the principle may 


be) are viſibly at work in the preſent day. 
The ſuperſtition and bigotry of Rome have 


_ chiefly prolonged their diſmal and diſgraceful 
reign, by the temporal power of that mighty 


vaſſal which has now thrown off the yoke. 
Events have taken place, connected with the 


overthrow of * aca in France, which 


% Sir Iſaac 3 — Ses Whiton on a the Rexelation of St. Jon. 5 
See Note 2 T0. * | | 
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might, only have been done, perhaps, by the 
bold hand of infidelity 7. Any ſpecies of reli- 
gion, however falſe, would have made men 
tremble at the work: Poſſibly the enlightened 
philoſopher might reaſon from our Saviour's 
own words, when the ſon of man cometh, 
« ſhall he find faith on the earth?“ Poſ- 
ſibly he might ſee no other way in human af- 
fairs ſo likely. to effect ſo arduous a change. 
And indeed, it muſt be feared that the languid 
| ſpirit of religion, at this day, (though we truſt 
it may be equal to the work of ſelf-renovation, 
in its more reformed fate) wouid never 50 
enabled by its own genuine and pure princi- 

ples to explode, in darker countries, the eſta- 
bliſhed tyranny and the inveterate perſecutions 

of antichriſt. At the ſame time, the ſufferings 
of every conſcientious individual, in this dread- 


ful convulſion, can never be tuficiently pitied 
| and lamented. 


But I have merely offered theſe latter views 
of the ſubject, to ſhew that Even to our own 
weak ſi ght and imperſect reaſoningYthe preſent 
awful diſpenſations may be variouſly con- 
ſidered to the ſelf- ſame purport; — to the 
uniform confirmation of our faith in the 
5 providence, the power, and the juſtice of God 
and doubtleſs there are many good and d wiſe 


1 See Note 35 in "00 26, | 
cauſes, 
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cauſes, which man may not diſcover, or may 


not preſume to aſlign ! 'The line of our 
duty, then, is ſafe and plain: and if we feel 
it to be ſuch, as chriſtians, we ſhall no leſs feel 
it, as a nation ſo peculiarly diſtinguiſhed as 
we are for our political bleſſings. "ik 


In this light, indeed, we may almoſt feel a 
5 confidence, as far as may depend upon human 
exertions. Our cauntrymen in general are 
ſenſible of the value of their civil inſtitutions, 
Y and never will betray them to the intrigues, | 


or ſurreader them to the force of an enemy. 


They are not to be duped into ſelf-deſtiuction 
by the miſrepreſentations of thoſe, who have 
baſely attempted a prepoſterous compariſon 
between objects diametrically oppoſite :—Be- 

tween the deſpotiſm of France and the monar- 
chy of England :—Between ſlavery and free- 
dom: — Between tyranny and law! The good 

ſenſe and good principles of a very large ma- 
jority are proof againſt the baſe deſi ign; and 
if all governments were to fall around us, we 
might ſtill, as Enzliſhmen, ſurvive the ſhock ; 

ſtill ſhew ourſelves, with honeſt exultation, a 

bright and juſt exception, by the intrinſic me- 
Tits and ſuperior excellence of the Britiſh con- 
ſtitution !—As Englithmen, we well may boaſt, 


and 
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and ſhall ( truſt) perpetuate this happy truth; 
that as long as we preſerve that fabrick model- 
led by the wiſdom, erected by the labours, 


cemented by the blood, of our anceſtors, ſo 


long we ſhall enjoy the higheſt practical extent 
of rational and real freedom; where law pro- 
tects i innocence and controuls offence, whether 
in the peaſant or the prince Where are we 
to look for true liberty, if not under thoſe laws 
by which the perſon, the property, the actions 
and opinions of every man are his own, per- 
ſectly free to every good purpoſe, and only 
reſtrained from exceſſive abuſe for his own 
: advantage and the benefit of all 1 


If the pat: of this tins ore been dif- 
tinguiſhed for ages by their ſteady diſcernment 


of truth and equity, in caſes of the greateſt 


difficulty and in queſtions of the higheſt impor- 


| tance, they will not now forget themſelves, 
and forfeit a diſtinction ſo eminently juſt and 
glorious! By the reformation in the 16th cen- 
tury, this nation ſtands immortalized for its firm 
and wife principles of temperate, yet zealous, 
piety. The Juſt line was drawn with a mo- 
. deration hardly credible under the various dif- 
ficulties of that mighty effort ;—the juſt line 


was 


( 23 1 
was drawn and maintained which ſeparates at 
once the groſs particles of ſuperſtition from 


the pure oy of chriſtianity. 


| So-amin; i in the cloſe of the laſt century, the 
Britiſh nation diſplayed the ſame firmneſs, 
tempered with the ſame moderation, in fix- 
ing the baſis of their civil government. 


1 the cloſe of the perlen century, the ſame 
3 firmneſs and diſcernment are 
eminently diſplayed in defence of both, Athe- 
iſm and anarchy are equally rejected with a 


ſacred indignation ! It is chiefly in practical 


religion that we fail—The ſpeculative doctrines 
of a falſe philoſophy, are, unhappily, a pro- 
minent feature of the age, but till the obliga- 
tions of religion are better known than noticed. 
For the moſt part we feel our duty, though we 
fail to practice it though we diſregard, we 
do not diſbelieve: though we are defaulters, 
we are not apoſtates — Thouſands (I am well 
perſuaded) would defend with their lives the 
temple of religion, who daily by the tenor of 
thoſe lives, undermine its intereſt, and betray 
its cauſe! It might be ſuperfluous to wiſh 
the great body of the nation more loyal than 
they are, more warmly attached to their King 
and 
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and eobdtty. but to prove their attachment as 
they ought they muſt become more faithful to 
their God. Would they but ſerve that God 
with half the zeal with which they oppoſe the 
artifice of ſedition, the dagger of treaſon, and 
the ſword of invaſion, we might indeed aſſure 
ourſelves that all would yet be well! It is an 
object of unſpeakable importance, that we 
ſhould now at length reflect and reform that 
| each of us ſhould evince his faith by the fruit | 


of good works; ſteadfaſtly purſuing that con- 


duct which alone can authorize our future con- 


= fidence in the favour and d bleſſing of God! 


"Here, then,” on theſe: higheſt principles, 'F 
chriſtianity and patriotiſm, I would preſs the 
duties of the preſent day! Prompted by theſe 
united motives, may the ſolemn appeal which 
we now have offered to Almighty God, furvive 


in our remembrance, and plead. before his 


0 throne! May we never forget the vow that 
is upon us—and the dreadful aggravation of 
offence which a breach of that vow cannot fail 
to incur! May we prove the ſincerity of this 

public humiliation by our private individual 

amendment! We are bound ſo to do, by 
every conſideration which can actuate a loyal 
or religious heart! If we love our country.— 


if 


28 J 
if we fear our God, we muſt reform ourſelves. 
Then, but not otherwiſe, the duty of this day 
is done — Then, but not otherwiſe, we may 
preſume to hope for temporal as well as ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings—that as © righteouſneſs exalteth : 
the: nation,” peace will deſcend from 
heaven! 8 e 


* Notes Jince added. 
&T NOTE REFERRING TO PAGES 13 17¹ way 18. 


On this ſubject it may be acceptable to the inhabitants of this 
populous, loyal, and commercial town, to remark that the ſenti- 
ments of Arthur Young, Eſq. in his“ Idea of the preſent ſtate of 
France, &c-** may well intereſt the feelings, and convince the judg- 
ment of every true friend to this country, or to civil ſociety at large, 
in every Rank of Life, See particularly p. 905 ves. 12. 


* * 


K NOTE REFERRING To PAGE 19. 


Wben Sir Iſaac Newton's Cox jxcT uE is repreſented i in \ the light 
ol an expreſs prophecy, as it appears to be in ſome late collection of 
marvellous predictions, (the As HION of the preſent day) it ſeems 

due to that great man, to vindicate the real powers of his penetrating 
| mad from the imputed affectation of a prophetic ſpirit. 


It may alſo be proper to remark in this place that the Text (cited 
by Mr. Whiſton) in page 20, is generally underſtood in a more li- 

mited ſenſe, viz, Shall he find faith 1d TRE Land ?— applied to 
 Judza, at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; not to the whole n, 
at the coming of the Son of Man to judgment. 


VL. et us earneſtly hops anc pray that! it never may be applicable to 
the laſt awful period | | | 
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C NOTE REFERRING TO PAGE 20. 


The growth of Atheiſtical principles in France is but too folly 
proved by the general conduct of that nation towards God and 
man! But to inſtance as many particulars as the common limits 
of a note will allow, and more than may be requiſite to eſtabliſh 
the fact in unprejudiced and impartial minds; let us remember 
the Blaſphemy of Dupont, which was not only tolerated, but coun- 
tenanced and applauded by the National Convention. See Mrs. H. 
| More s excellent remarks on that ſuhje&.—Let us remember the 
Tutelary Genius, not the Divine Being, to whom Admiral La 
Touche aſcribes the ſafety of his fleet in a ſtorm : Let us remember 
the tenor of all the anſwers of the French to the club-deputies from 
England: their exclufion of the name of God from their moſt ſo- 
lemn forms of atteſtation---their profane abolition of the ſabbath--- 
their feaſts and proceſſions in honour of nature, of reaſon, of men- 
tal qualities, &c. &c. Let us remember the wicked induſtry of their 
favourite Free thinking authors for many years paſt, Let us remem- 
ber that evident and avowed infidelity which produced letters from 
Dr. Prieſtley to the Philoſophers and Politicians of France, to aſſure 
_ them ſeriouſly of the real exiſtence of a God; and to prove to them, 
ſtep by ſep, {as in the caſe of Heathens) the Being, the Attributes, 
the Providence of God, and the Truth of Revealed Religion! Well, 
then, may a learned Prelate at once cenſure and bewail that land of 
infidelity,---** Her Altars overthrown ! Arni ee her 
Sanne 197-4; ATI. 
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